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The year 2002 was a very special one. It marked the 50 anniversary of the club 
which was reconstituted in 1952. Two major events celebrated this milestone. One 
was the completion of the book about our local bushland, and the second was host- 
ing the VFNCA Camp-out in October. 


After a year of fieldwork in 2001 the book sub-committee was ready to prepare Dis- 
covering Ballarat's Bushland for printing. Introductions were Written, illustrations 
selected, a map drawn, a glossary compiled, final proof-reading undertaken, and it 
was off to the printer for 1000 copies to be made. Four weeks later, we saw the 
product of 18 months' work, and in July we were able to offer copies to the book- 
shops in Ballarat. Copies were sent to BOCA, Birds Australia, Information Victoria, 
Andrew Isles Natural History Bookshop in Prahran (it appeared in their online cata- 
logue), Ballarat Tourist Information Centre, Sovereign Hill and of course many sales 
were made directly through the efforts of members and at the October camp-out. 


Such was the success of the book that we were able to repay two-thirds of the 
VFNCA loan at the time of the camp-out, and early in 2003 we will be repaying the 
final third. 


We had purposely chosen this year to host the Camp-out as part of the 50" anniver- 
sary celebrations. One hundred Victorian members attended. After an introductory 
slide show on the Friday evening in our meeting rooms, Saturday was spent in the 
field with our members providing the leadership for most of the excursions. A din- 
ner was held at the Webbcona Bowls Club that evening at which Dick Southcombe 
launched the book, a cake made and iced for the occasion by Margaret Smerdon 
(one of Stella Bedggood's daughters) was cut and Tim D'Ombrain as the guest 
speaker spoke on local conservation issues. Final excursions were held on Sunday 
morning, with lunch taken in the Horticultural Centre due to the cold windy weather 


on the day. The smooth running of the weekend was a tribute to the willingness and 
efficiency of the large number of members participating in its organisation. 


The year was capped off when the club received the Ballarat Environmental Network's 
Community Award for 2002, an honour bestowed every second year; our book formed 
a major part of the nomination, and at the BEN Forum held in November John Gre- 
gurke and Claire Dalman accepted the Award on behalf of the club. 


The Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture was particularly successful, attracting an au- 
dience of 70 who saw a unique slide presentation by Geoff Williams of the Australian 
Platypus Conservancy. His hands-on experience and detailed knowledge of the platy- 
pus' biology enthralled his audience and as a club I think we learned that illustrated 
talks on furred and feathered creatures have a particular appeal to the wider public. 


Other activities during the year included a visit by some members to the March 
VFNCA Camp-out at Campaspe Downs Resort near Kyneton. The Club Camp-out 
was held again at Apollo Bay and we divided our time between the beach and the for- 
est. There was a distinct lack of activity around the Lake Wendouree swan research as 
no breeding took place this season, we think due to unusually high lake levels early in 
the year (see John Gregurke's article in the February 2003 newsletter). 


In June as part of the excursion program we visited Ballarat Grammar School's Envi- 
ronmental Centre which is a building occupied by Year 9 and designed to use sustain- 
able and passive energy resources. This visit coincided with a display of Celia 
Rosser's botanical illustrations of Banksias, the final part of her complete series, and 
which made the outing extra special. 


We had maintained our objection to the re-zoning of land adjacent to the Creswick 
Golf Course (or Forest Resort as it is now called) throughout the year. In late 2002 we 
were approached by the developers to withdraw the objection, so further discussions 
ensued with them and DNRE. It appeared that our concerns were also those of DNRE 
and this department as the legal body would require a land swap and insist on a num- 
ber of environmental safeguards being put in place. We withdrew our objection but 
exhorted the Hepburn Shire and the Resort to abide by the recommendations of the 
THA Environmental Impact Statement. The club should remain vigilant, however. 


Your President has continued giving illustrated talks on Antarctica and Patagonia 
based on the trip done in 2000, having been invited to speak by several regional cam- 
era clubs, the Victorian Nature Photography Group and field naturalists’ clubs in west- 
em Victoria. A few more are scheduled in 2003 and one in 2004! John Gregurke has 
kept a watchful eye on swan numbers and lake levels and is sharing responsibility 
with Erm Perkins for the VFNCA's community website on mc2 (my connected com- 
munity). John Mildren has monitored proposed changes by the Council to Canadian 
Creek. Greg Binns and Carol Hall attended the presentations of final year Environ- 
mental Management students at the University of Ballarat. Greg also attended the 
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presentation of the Australian Natural History Medallion to Ian Endersby, while 
Margaret Tonkin went to the 2002 ANN get-together in Launceston. 


Membership numbers have remained healthy, although attendance declines a little in 
winter as travellers take off for warmer climes further north! It was therefore very 
satisfying to see around 43 members and visitors at the February 2003 meeting 
where Martin Scuffins presented his talk The Hawk and the Hunter, a fixture 
brought forward from April to replace Dr. Kevin Tolhurst who has been involved in 
firefighting. However Ivan Tiley, a well-respected naturalist in the Beaufort area and 
former club member, died early in 2003. Greg Binns, Pat and Bill Murphy repre- 
sented the club at the funeral in Skipton. 


Leaving the committee after a 4-year stint is John Mildren, and we thank him for his 
efforts, including leadership at the Apollo Bay camp-outs and especially in regard to 
the Creswick Golf Club negotiations. I should like to thank all members of the com- 
mittee for their hard work and fellowship in a year which was particularly demand- 
ing, and we can look forward to fresh fields in the coming months. 


Minutes of the 50" Annual General Meeting of the 
Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc 
Held at the Ballarat Horticultural Centre on the 14th March 2003. 


e Mrs. Claire Dalman took the chair and opened the meeting. 
She welcomed 32 members and visitors. 

e Apologies were received from Carol Hall, Genni and Greg 
Binns, Del and Ken McDonnell, Margaret Martin and Frank 
Harrap. They were accepted on the motion of Margaret Tonkin, 
Seconded Pat Murphy 

e Minutes of the 49'" AGM were read and accepted on the 
motion of Helen Burgess, Seconded Ken Hammond. 

° President's Report prepared by Carol Hall was read by 
Claire Dalman and is attached. Accepted on the motion of Dul- 
cie Brooke, Seconded Kay Preston. 

° Treasurer's Report was presented by Bob Curtain and is 
attached. Accepted on the motion of Bob Curtain, Seconded 
Peter Billing. 


e The outgoing committee was thanked by Bill Murphy and 
supported by acclamation. 

e Election of Office Bearers: All positions were declared va- 
cant and Bill Murphy took the chair for the election of Office 
Bearers. The following were elected unopposed: 


President: Carol Hall 
Vice President: Greg Binns 
Secretary: John Gregurke 
Treasurer: Bob Curtain 


Newsletter Editor: | Carol Hall 
Committee Members: Helen Burgess, Maureen Christie, Claire 
Dalman, Les Hanrahan, Fran Hanrahan and Kay Preston. 


° General Business 

That Annual Subscription rates be: 

Ordinary Member $22 Family $36 | 
Distant Member $15 Student $12 
Newsletter Postage (Ordinary Member) $6.50. 


The meeting was closed and followed by the General Meeting. 


March Meeting Points 


e Yarrowee River Trail 

Several Members attended the opening of the Yarrowee River Trail on 
Saturday 1st March 

° VFNCA March Campout, Urban Camp, Melbourne. 

Helen Burgess reported that 9 Field Naturalists' Club of Ballarat mem- 
bers attended the camp. A full report of the activities will be in the April 
edition of Ballarat Naturalist. John Gregurke was elected to the VENCA 
committee and will serve as secretary. 

e Lake Burrumbeet Masterplan 

Carol Hall, Greg Binns and John Gregurke met with David Turley, THA 
Landscape Architects, to discuss the concerns of Field Naturalists' Club 
of Ballarat. He agreed to include boat speed restrictions along the west- 
ern side of the lake to make this area better for nature conservation. Ve- 
hicle traffic will be restricted along the western shore and the geological 
features at Dobsons Bay will be protected. The draft masterplan will be 
available for public discussion in May. 

e Change of Account 

The Field Naturalists' Club of Ballarat will close its account at the Com- 
monwealth Bank of Australia and open a club account with monthly 
statements at Bendigo Bank. 


Show and Tell 


Helen Burgess: Brought along ant exoskeletons found in her 
bird bath at Ballarat North; these were probably in pellets regur- 
gitated by Grey Currawongs; and Wedge-tailed Eagle feathers 
found below a nest at Eynesbury. 


Field Reports 


Helen Burgess: Common Bronzewing among Spotted Turtle- 
Doves at Ballarat North. 

Belinda Taylor: At Haddon: Brush-tail Possum in a suitcase in a 
rarely entered shed. Dried remains of long-eared bat found in 
shed. Large flock (100-150) swifts flying to south-west before a 
front. Immature male Mistletoebird in apple tree. 

Pat Murphy: An exotic plant, Monkey Flower, Mimulus guttatus, 
is taking hold along the Yarrowee River Trail below Gong Res- 
ervoir. 

John Gregurke: Speckled Warbler seen in woodland and pair of 


Peregrine Falcons flying over dam startled ducks and honey- 
eaters at Eynesbury. 


e Gail Whyte: Mother dolphin and calf seen a few metres from 
beach at Portsea. Blue-billed ducks at Lake Wendouree. 
° Val Hocking: Rainbow Lorikeets seen in flowering gum at Bal- 


larat East for the first time. 

° Carol Hall: Feb. 15th - 5 Freckled Duck, 2 Swamp Harrier and 14 
Spotted Crake on Lake Wendouree; Feb. 16th - 25 Royal 
Spoonbills on island in Swan Bay. 
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Members Slides “On Terra Firma” 


= 
NA () The theme of “On Terra Firma” was interpreted in interesting and 


varying ways by our members. 

Pat Murphy selected slides to illustrate “Native Plants which grow 
easily in Ballarat Gardens”. Pat explained the conditions that each 
plant requires and the growth habits of the plants. The plants were 


mostly shrubs which could fill a gap in most gardens. 

Ken Hammond featured rocks from around the world - Grimes Graves Flint Mines 
in Norfolk, England; Kings Canyon, McDonnell Ranges and Kakadu National Park 
in Northern Territory; and Kununurra, Broome, Murchison River and Cape Le 
Grande in Western Australia. 

Claire Dalman showed some slides of club excursions several years ago and her 
recent trip to King Island. King Island slides included Cape Wickham lighthouse, 
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stormy sea scenes, kelp harvesting and some of the island’s flora and fauna. 

John Gregurke’s slides showed plants colonizing sand dunes, Masked Lapwing eggs 
laid on the ground and club excursions. 

Greg Binns chose a series of slides showing mamunals, birds, bird nests, reptiles and 
fungi close to the ground and often well camouflaged. Rocks of Strathbogie Ranges 
and Uluru provided a change of scale. 

Carol Hall translated the theme with slides of ground-hugging fungi, snail tracks, in- 
sects and plants. Geology crept in with the Petrified Forest at Cape Bridgewater, and 
the dry bed of Lake Learmonth was a reminder of the drought. 


Excursion to Anglesea 
Leader: John Gregurke 


For the March excursion club members went down to the sea again - to Anglesea. The 
weather was overcast when we arrived and a boy was using the brisk breeze to fly his 
kite in the Surf Beach carpark. As low tide was not until the afternoon we decided on 
land based activities for the morning. We drove along Coalmine Road to the Anglesea 
Power Station which is operated by Alcoa Australia. Some stringybark trees were 
flowering and a New Holland Honey-eater greeted us when we arrived at the visitors’ 
car park. The power station, which started in 1969, supplies electricity to the Alcoa 
refinery in Geelong. 


The power station uses 150 tonnes of brown coal an hour. The coal is obtained from 
an open cut coal mine a few kilometres away. At the mine a large excavator was load- 
ing big dump trucks with the overburden that covers the coal. The coal is deep black 
in colour. The overburden was about 30 metres deep above the coal which had been 
excavated to a depth of about 20 metres. The coal seam was laid down from about 40 
million years ago. Plant fossils have been found in the coal. The earliest ones are of 
cycads from about 35 million years ago. Later fossils are of plants similar to ones that 
now occur in subtropical rainforests. 


Our next stop was the Airey’s Inlet waste water treatment |... 

ponds. The water after treatment is used to irrigate a nearby shell 

plantation of blue gums. Chestnut Teal and Musk Duck were 4 

among the water birds on the ponds. Three Wedge-tailed Eagles could 

be seen in the distance and five Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos flew 
overhead. 


We continued through the Angahook-Lorne State Park, then to a 
beach near Urquhart’s Bluff where we had lunch. During a walk 
along the beach we saw translucent jelly-fish from 75 to 300mm 
diameter that had been washed up on the sand. Later we saw a 
; bright purple jelly-fish about 75mm. long. The remains of a pur- 
Noses curchirs ple sea-urchin was found in the sand. It was ball shaped, about 
40mm. in diameter and had faded to a light purple colour. 

Sea urchins belong 
to the Echinoderm 
family which also 


contain starfish. A ~ internal 
small orange star- ergans 
fish was seen later A Chiton IL orf 


in a rock pool. 


Seaweed species seen included the green sea velvet and the brown Phyllospora that 
has bladder floats. "Sea grapes" were growing on a rock shelf exposed by the reced- 
ing tide. Masses of mussels were clinging to the rock. Also seen were sea anemones, 
elephant snails under ledges, limpets, dogwinkle shells, striped conniwinks, ribbed 
top shell, pheasant shell and a green turban shell. One of the commonest shells of 
open ocean rock platforms, the lineated Cominella were seen moving in the bottom 
of a rock pool. 


At Point Roadknight the sandstone had been eroded 
with holes and into strange shapes. On the rock 
platform were red anemones with their tentacles 
closed up. Also seen were tube worms, many blue- 
grey Australink shells that are only about 13mm 
long, turban shells, white barnacles, and chitons. 
Some silvery material was left on the sand by the | 
receding tide. We could not decide if it originated 
from an animal or vegetable source. Three Hooded 
Plovers were seen walking along the sand next to the dunes. A notice on the beach 
said that there are only about 600 of these birds left in Victoria. On our way back to 
our cars we passed three Singing Honey-eaters. 


Hooded Plover 


yA 


Les Hanrahan. 


V.F.N.C.A. Camp March 7-11 2003 


More than 70 representatives from clubs throughout the state including 9 from Bal- 
larat converged on Urban Camp in Royal Park, Melbourne for this 'camp' with a dif- 
ference. Hosted by the Bendigo FNC, this city-based event provided the opportunity 
for participants to visit institutions and sites of interest within the city and on its out- 
skirts. 


The following reports summarise the activities of the long weekend which proved to 
be a great success in spite of Melbourne's other coinciding events - Moomba and the 
Grand Prix. 


Friday afternoon: Members visited the Bureau of Meteorology Training Annexe at 
Broadmeadows and experienced a comprehensive explanation of the functions of the 
facility and the fascinating equipment used there. Together with the modern technol- 
ogy are functioning items of equipment using 1850's technology that are still highly 
accurate and reliable e.g. Dine's Anemograph for wind measurement. Am impressive 
unit was the Autosonde Bunker - a Finnish apparatus that conditions and despatches 
weather-recording balloons and records, via multi-dimensional antennae, readings 
from attached capsules. The visit concluded with a demonstration of a manual launch 
of a hydrogen balloon with an electronic radiosonde attached. 


STRATIFORM CLOUD 


WARM MOIST AIR 


AIR MOVEMENT 
AIR MOVEMENT LARGELY Ri A 
[_ VERTICAL i] LARGELY HORIZONTAL 


Friday evening: Guest speaker David Taylor of the Victorian Geological Survey 
spoke on the Science of Geology. This proved to be an absorbing presentation which 
served as a very good sequel to Ian Plimer's "History of Planet Earth" for the Ballarat 
members present (Remember the Stella Bedggood Lecture of 2001?) Following an 
explanation of how the world works as "an engine driven by heat", David focussed on 
Victoria with its three basic divisions as a fold belt system. He convinced us that Vic- 
toria is really 'the place to be’, in a quiet or passive plate not likely to be affected by 
volcanic earthquake activity. 


Saturday: | Members visited the Melbourne Zoo and had time to look around and 
see some of the animals being fed before having a look behind the scenes firstly at the 
Reptile House, then at the Eastern Barred Bandicoot and Tree Kangaroo. At the Edu- 
cation Centre Chris Banks, a curator, gave an illustrated talk on the conservation and 
protection of animals, education of the public and sharing knowledge with zoos in 
other countries, especially Asia. 


Saturday evening: the AGM of the VFNCA was held; congratulations to John Gre- 
gurke on becoming the Secretary! 


Sunday: two excursion options were available - Point Cook or Eynesbury. 


Eynesbury: Rohan Bugg was the guide. On the way Noel Schleiger pointed 
out pillow lava and other geological features where Toolern Creek meets the Wer- 
ribee River. Eynesbury is a homestead built of bluestone in 1875 by Capt. Tom 
Staughton, 12 miles upriver from Werribee at Exford. The site is dominated by Grey 
Box with an understorey mainly of Golden Wattle. As it was so dry there was little 
ground cover, and few bush birds. Interesting sightings included Meat and Bull 
Ants, a Brush-tailed Possum, an eagle's nest, and two Peregrine Falcons scaring wa- 
terbirds on a dam. A total of 24 species of birds was seen from a known 120 species. 


Point Cook: Although encountering 
some wind and rain, members found much of 
interest in the Coastal Park reserve and the 
adjoining Cheetham Wetlands. The latter is 
now managed by Parks Victoria and is desig- 
nated as a wetland of international impor- 
tance as migratory bird habitat. Water is 
puinped into the former saltworks lagoons to 
provide the necessary conditions for the pro- a 
duction of wader birds' food. Good inital was had i in Miners means along 
the shore of the bay and at the Spectacle Lake freshwater lagoon. There is now also 
a Marine Sanctuary of 290 ha located along and offshore of Point Cook. 


Sunday evening: A very informative forum session was conducted, with contri- 
butions from representatives of Threatened Species Network, Environment Victoria, 
Trust for Nature, Environment Defenders' Office, and Victorian National Parks' As- 
sociation. This gave the invited participants an opportunity to discuss their common 
purposes and for Club members present to gain first hand knowledge of these or- 
ganisations. 


Monday morning: The venue was the Royal Botanic Gardens. Dividing into 6 
groups, members were shown the plantings and landscaping for which Baron von 
Mueller and Guilfoile were responsible, influencing the character of the gardens. Of 
particular interest were the grey garden and Long Island - planted recently with in- 
digenous species. 


: A penely 


nautilus 


Monday afternoon: A visit to the Aquarium provided an 
opportunity to go behind the scenes and see the acclimati- 
sation of the various species, as well as viewing the exhib- 
its. 


Monday evening: Linda Chambers spoke on climate and its impact on wildlife. An 
interesting quote from the session: "Climate is what you expect - weather is what you 


Tuesday morning: At the Melbourne Museum 
2’ hours were spent behind the scenes, discover- 
ing for example that staff are working towards an 
exhibition next year to be called "Bugs Alive", and 
that the Museum provides a service whereby the 
public can have fauna specimens identified. Mem- 
bers were shown the departments where invertebrates, butterflies, bugs, marine and 
freshwater fish, molluscs, birds etc. are stored, and had a look at the DNA laboratory. 
Research is a major function of the Museum and information is shared with other 
countries. 


The camp was very well organised and some fascinating insights were provided; 
Bendigo FNC is to be congratulated on a most successful weekend. 


Helen Burgess & Greg Binns. 


Membership Subscriptions are now due: 


Ordinary Member (Adult) ..0...00..ccccecsccsseceesees $22 
Family Sites ee eae Telecare Oe $36 
DistantMembetza....4..... ce eee ee ee $15 
SLUGS i erenerieieeete rennin Aone ieoeen $12 
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Did you know.......? 


There are around 15,000 Cape Barren Geese 
in the Furneaux Group of islands which in- 
cludes Flinders Island. They prefer the pad- 
docks created when soldier settlement 
schemes in 1950 resulted in land clearing. In 
the absence of foxes and rabbits they are in 
pest proportions, and generally walk between 
fields rather than fly. (Cape Barren Island is 
the second largest island in the group after 
Flinders Island). 
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Banksias and Banksiamyces 


The following is an extract from Trevor Pescott's column in a recent copy of the 
Geelong Advertiser. 


One of the plants I have is the Hairpin Banksia B. spinulosa which is one of 
the few eastern Australian species and the seed-cones of the plant are host to a 
quaint little cup fungus called Banksiamyces macrocarpa. 


There are other Banksiamyces including B. toomansis which has been recorded on 
several banksias though others are rather more selective, living on only one species. 
Late in December, I was checking out, and admiring, the flowers on several banksia 
species (at home) when I found on several seed-cones of a Bird's-nest Banksia B. 
baxteri clusters of a tiny purplish fungus. 


Dr. Tom May, senior mycologist at the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne con- 
firmed that it was indeed Banksiamyces and noted that the fungus was sometimes 
found on cultivated plants. 


"It is not yet clear what species of Banksiamyces occur in W.A., where many of the 
cultivated banksias originate. The Banksiamyces on cultivated Banksia may be a lo- 
cal species that has swapped onto the 'exotic' host, or it may have come with the host 
from the west," he said. 


Banksiamyces belongs to the Ascomyces group of fungi, many of them cup-shaped 
but others are rather bizarre in shape and in life-cycle. One of the more unusual is 
the beech orange (Cyttaria gunnii) which grows only on Myrtle Beech trees, in the 
Otways and elsewhere in rainforest. The fruiting bodies occur in small clusters, each 
one cherry-sized, bright yellow, with a honeycomb surface. 


Then there are jelly-babies, morels, earth tongues and the parasitic vegetable cater- 
pillar that "consumes" the bodies of earth-dwelling grubs. 


(An illustration can be found on page 146 of Bruce Fuhrer's book A Field Compan- 
ion to Australian Fungi 1993 edition; other types mentioned above are also illus- 
trated - Ed.) 
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Calendar 


April 

Fri. 4 Meeting: Dr. Kevin Tolhurst - Habitat Changes as a Result of Fire. 
Sun. 6 Excursion: Blakeville Fire Research Plots with Dr. Kevin Tolhurst. 
Tues. 22 Committee Meeting @ Greg Binn's 7.30 pm. 
May 

Fri. 2 Meeting: Ern Perkins: Box-Jronbark Forests. 

Sun. 4 Excursion: Exploring the Box-Ironbark Forest with Ern Perkins. 


Supper Duty: April: Eileen Anderson & Kay Preston 


May: Trish Hughes 
Committee 

Bresident@ecristeate.c. Mrs. Carol Hall 

Vice-President................. Mr. Greg Binns 

Secretaryreacmescrccaines Mr. John Gregurke 

ABSIT ITS ep en area yin ey Poy Mr. Bob Curtain 
Miss Helen Burgess........... Miss Fran Hanrahan......... 
Miss Maureen Christie....... Mr. Les Hanrahan............ 
Mrs. Claire Dalman........... Mrs. Kay Preston............. 


Mrs. Carol Hall (Editor)..... 


Correspondence: PO. Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350. 


Email: Secretary: 
Editor: 


Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Local Info. Search Environment. 


Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts 
(VicRoads 254 F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Market Place (formerly Creswick Plaza) Creswick 
Rd., Ballarat (VicRoads 255 M10) at 9.30 am unless otherwise specified, 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P 
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